DISTRICT OFFICE, DHENKANAL. By e-mail
No.vinoyzor-_ ©%1  /Gen, Dt._04 06 ' 1)

To
All the Block Development Officers of Dhenkanal/
The Executive Officer, Dhenkanal Municipality/
Bhuban NAC/ Kamakhynagar NAC/ Hindol NAC.
Sub: Promulgation of composite Action Plan to prevent “ Witch

Hunting”.
Sir/ Madam,
On the subject cited above, I am to say that, in the age of 21t

Century, reports of prevalence of superstitions like witch hunting in the society
becomes National same. The act of witch hunting challenges the Human Rights
of a common man. So, the Government has framed the “ Odisha Prevention of
Witch Hunting Act, 2013” to break the age old practice. Despite, promulgation of
the Act, incidents of the heinous crime is still persisting in some parts of the state.
So, Government felt it imperative for formulating a composite action plan to
sensitize the general public on the evils of witch hunting. The Odisha Prevention
of Witch Hunting Act, 2013, and the composite action plan published in the extra
ordinary edition of Odisha Gazette Dt. 07t April 2017 are relevant in this regard.

Copy of the said Act & Composite Action Plan have been web hoisted in the
District website www.dhenkanalnic.in, which may please be down loaded for

reference and follow up action.

At point No 3 of the Composite Action plan, it is narrated to prevent the

Witch Hunting under the title of Convergence & Co-ordination. Accordingly

there is need to identify partner NGOs for creating awareness among the

communities on Witch hunting and its prevention. These NGOs are to be
encouraged and awarded in the Dhenkanal Mahostab.

You are, therefore, requested to identify the credible NGOs of your

jurisdiction, particularly working in the vulnerable areas and persuade them for

creating awareness among these targeted communities and to recommend the



name the worthiest NGOs with a short note on the activities under taken by the
organization to honour in the zilla mahostab.

This may be accorded “Top Priority”
Yours faithfully

Additional Dit%la%ﬁt)rate,

Dhenkanal

Memo No 69‘& / Gen. dt. 08» a6 ‘/9
Copy forwarded to the PD, DRDA, Dhenkanal/ All Sub-Collectors

of Dhenkanal District for information. JO
Q,L WA )
Additional District istrate,

Dhenkanal

Memo No €3 /Gen.dt_Oé)'&g'lg

Copy submitted to the Special Secretary to Government, Home
Department, Odisha, Bhuaneswar, for information, with reference to his L. No
Home-CHR-CASES-0171-2015/ 18791/ HRPC Dtd. 18.05.2017.

)

Additional District Magistrate,
Dhenkanal

Memo No__é_g',_/ Gen. dt. 04 06 |
Copy submitted to the District Informatics Officer, NIC, Dhenkanal
for information with request to web hoist the contents in the district website.

Additional Districﬁdagéi';t@a)ﬁe,
Dhenkanal
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e HOME DEPARTMENT
, ORDER
- The 7th April, 2017
COMPOSITE ACTION PLAN TO PREVENT WITCH HUNTING
No.12998—HOME-CHR—CASE3—0171/2015/HRPC.— '

. Background and Objective:

The Odisha Prevention of Witch-hunting Act, 2013 came into force on 25th April,
2014. The legislation aims at prohibitihg witch-hunting and other similar practices. The
penal provisions include offences such as witch-hunting, branding of a woman as a witch
and other similar practices which may caﬁse harm or injury to any person including the
persons who are involved in such practices such as the witch doctor. There is also a penal
provision for repeated offences. Even though, there are stringent punishments enshrined
inv this Act framed in 2013, instances of witch-huntin'g have come to the notice of the
Government. Lack of awareness, superstition, deep rooted beliefs etc. have been found to
be some of the key causes behind this practice.

A ‘Composite Action Plan to Prevent Witcheraft' has been developed in consultation
with various Departments to take strong measures for curbing the crime and creating
awareness among the citizens against such blind belief.

i1. Plan of action for preventing Witch Hunting.

The State Government after careful consideration has formulated the following
action plan to be implemented by various Departments and authorities to prevent witch
huhtihg pracitices in the State: L ‘ ¢

1. Information, Education and Communication:—
a. Story based lessons for students on evils of witch hunting to be developed
and included in the school syllabus in appropriate classes for the year
2017-18. (Action — School & Mass Education Department)
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b. Hoardings, wall paintings, pamphlets, banners containing punitive and
educative content to be displayed in witch-hunting prone areas in the entire
State. Special focus to be given to the districts of Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar,
Ganjam, Rayagada, Sundargarh Districts. (Action - I&PR Department)

c. The evils of witch-hunting and the punishment enshrined in the Odisha
Prevention of Witch-Hunting Act, 2013 to be broadcast periodically in the
electronic media and publicized in widely circulated local news papers to
Ccreate awareness among the citizens. (Action - I&PR Department)

d. Massive awareness drives should be undertaken through street plays, road
shows by NGOs, folk songs, dance troops . like Pala, Daskathia,
Ghodanacha, Chadhei-Chadheiani nacha. These should preferably be in
local/tribal languages in order to reach the tribal communities. (Action -
Culture Department)

e. Health awareness programmes in the witch- -hunting prone areas of the
State to be undertaken by the Health Workers/ Asha Karmis/ ANM. They
-should also educate the masses on the damaging consequences of
Branding (Chenka) of children prevalent in some of the areas of the State.
(Action - Health & Family Welfare Department)

2. Training and Sensitisation:—

a. Anganwadi workers of the State to be trained. about the evils of the witch-
hunting and the various preventive measures. They should educate the
women folk in the witch-hunting-prone areas. (Action - WS&CD
Department)

b. Sensitization of Self Help Groups -te Create awareness and to educate the
communities on the evils of witch-hunting to be undertaken. (Action PR

- Department and W & CD Department)
3. Convergence and €oordination:—

a. Selective and effective action can be taken by converging developmental

~ schemes in witch-hunting prone Cran1 Panchayats, Blocks as identified by
the State Crime Branch. (Action: Rural Development Department)

b. Collectors of all the distrirte of the State to identify partner NGOs to work
for creating awareness among the communities on witch-hunting and its
' prevention. Credible NGOs working in this ‘field should be awarded every
year during the annual District Festival. (Action — All Collectors)
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4. Action to be taken by the Pelice:-—

a. When a police officer receives any credible information or a report that
witch-hunt is likely to be committed or there are reasonable grounds to
support that a witch hunt has been committed against a woman, he/she will
proceed to the spot‘and will take all suitable measures to prevent the witch-
hunt and to provide protection to the victim, if necessary, get her admitted
into a recognized settler home (in case the woman-victim has no place for
shelter).

b. Since the alleged offence is cognizable and non-bailable, the police officer
shall register a case and shall act as per law.

c. The police officer shall arrest the accused/suspect if in his/her presence,
the offence is committed and shall produce him before the competent court

- of havihg jurisdiction to try the proceeding within the prescribed time as per
law. ‘ B

d. The police officer seizes the offensive materials used for the commission of
the offence/are likely to be used for commission of the offence .following
due procedure of Iaw.‘ :

e. Whenever any such occurrence or likelihood of eccurrence of such an
offence is reported/informed to any police officer for an area outside his/her
jurisdiction, he/she shall report to his/her officer in-charge who in turn shall
immediately inform the officer in-charge of the concerned police station for
follow-up action and shalt also send the wﬁtten complaint, if available for
necessary action by the concerned officer in-charge.

(Action-DG & IG of police, Odisha Cuttack/ Spl. DGP, Crime, QOdisha,
Cuttack/ all SP(s)/all DCP(s))

By Order of the Governor

LALIT DAS
Special Secretary to Government

Printed and published by the Director, Printing, Stationery and Pu. ., Odisha, Cuttack-10
EX. Gaz. 30-173+100
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